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h m> t to tm smsmois rmnrtm m im m'itms, 

ascrMim mcwm ctsm iofoi 


1, 1© distinction Is wads between the ter* "security inforwatlon* 
as used prtoa r to 15 TVsesmber 1?£3 and the tons "defense liferaatim* as 
used sabaoqoantly. 

2. ISes, since they are considered to be symnym m* This Agamy 
Ism not used the ton * me oritur infoiwation n since 35 OeesMber 1953. 

3* It is roughly est lasted that at least t$f of all doeuaents ori- 
ginated In this Agency we else rifled under Rsscuttve Order 10501. 

There is as other authority for the classification of Infers* tion »b 
defense informs tion or security infoxnatlon. 

U and 5 * Iseeeum of cos^partwsatation of the Agency it wold bo very 
expensive and tine consuming to arrive at even a rough estimate of the 
percentages of the three classification* of doe orients originating in or 
reeeived by this Agency. 

6. tally to the extent of interpreting the definition to include "pre- 
judicial to the intelligence activities of the nation." 

?• It shedd be retained, there are various categories of informa- 
ttea which ere not sensitive enough to neat a SFCJifT classification b tt 
which would, if revealed to unauthorised source, ba prej udicial to cur 
intelligence eetivitiee. 

0, It should net be abolished. 

9* tt the classification of CCiBSTSPflAX were abolished, it would 
necessitate m sKUr caweni of the definition of f ECItET . This would tend 
to weaken the degree of protection new given to ?£C r ET material because 
of the increase in volume. 

a. A trenfttdoue burden frow the aianci^polat of pereome l and 

aasHhows wesCUS be expended since all material now classified ae 

CSSfOTKTlAl would have to b* reviewed and reraoved from the 

COHFUaM'IAl category. 
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10* Certain categories of administrative documents regarding 
personal would be upgraded, rjwwplea of downgrading would be non- 
carrttt and non-sensitive material as the passage of t tm would permit. 


11. bongovernmental contractor* la general do not feel that 
regulation* for document clsosification as enforced by this Agency 
tatter the previsions of sxeeutivs Order 10501, faction 1, hamper 
their performance of Agency contracts . 

If. Hie authority to apply original classification baa been 
delegated through the establishment of a vlaaeifieatlon control Net- 
work consisting of m Agamy Clae elf lest ioa Control ui fleer and gsala- 
teat Classification « cntrol officers. 

1|. Fleaee refer to permgrapb 3- of the cover letter. 

Hi. There is no appreciable difference in tbs percentage indi- 
cated above for the field as against departmental. 

15 . 3ms security classification as the enclosure with an *e«te- 
matle downgrading* to unclassified if tbs transmittal letter contains 
no classified information. 

ii» 1?, 1 8, and If* It le believed that background information on 
sons of the problems the Central Intelligence Agency has encountered in 
downgrading end declassifying material might be helpful* D uring the 
latte# part of 1955 a survey was conducted of those major component* pro- 
ducing completed intelligence reports to determine what would be gained 
by reviewing these reports for tea purpose of downgrading or declaselfl- 
eetiea. The survey disclosed that in practically every instance com- 
pleted intelligence reports cited classified individual document sources. 

To review sonpletsd intelligence reports, therefore, would first require 
a review of the cited individual documents. 

Tbs problem is further complicated by the fact that in such a review the 
oeotrollisg factor in meet instances is the protection of Intelligence 
sources mad methods rather than the substantive content. In this con- 
nection there were many intelligence report# originated during '.iorld war ±1 
that ere still held in a classified status because of the necessity of pro- 
tecting the sources* 
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itarthaxmsrs. the fact tbitt a serfee of Int el! ig ence deeisesai* 

S^SuS of . *«*!.*» *« > 

) n m+Mm mn warrant ft dacl as* if icat :lon or downgrading . S* 6 

which thi. pftrtdftulftr yrtU «» -V 

sfclU bs Mtiv* or working <*B ether collation req dxemente. 

onr uad Am W»» «iaUUl»«o* 

CIA U faced with an additional security preblem In that ™~. 

0J C it# a&dnistrativ* information particularly that coo ® < *^J? I,ith f 
UtlZ fSSo^l «»-ay» official titles, *alari«, and 

SSJjyjriSi. m3 Dublin i» no, act 

oX^hich exempts the Agency from the 1*1 

a JS* the pubH-.-tion or disclosure of this type of 

f«£2Lu ^forsgoinf, hewever, doc. not pr*««t * 

af classified meterial fftlllBC Into certain eategert©* «"*** «* * 

j, ... — ~..«ws affednistretiv# letters, and memoranda. and a fa* specific 

types'ef periodic p fcUeationej Bandy, those which do ^ 

MUM to eoKtrel th» «f 

nMfom the faaetiom of reviewing elsrslfied material ior 

or deelftaftifiofttioB. ''■•nidftnse ©» a c&ntimnng J**}*, 
SSTS^e Control Hetwoi* by tho CIA aacdficatirtj Control Officer 
md «l»o through the media* of Agency regaletofy arterial. 

*0. He additional storage problems hare 
fff decleeeiflcatior activities. Ho serious adainirtrativ* problems have 

been encountered. 

fl, Ho security problem* have been created or intensified as a ree at 
of downgrading or doftlftseifiefttion activities. 

»t. RwifiMt. or Artnrt Jwt. 
ere reeradsd. The Aressy regulations require that the recipients malts one 

!!Z^£f S« r»» S« ta (t«! uawr «*»«“’• «w i» 

TBUffts d to reflect the champs In classification. 

a% ¥kie tf tf yy aces net maintain a month by *sonth count 

MVAI or SSSUf toil towror, turn *«” 

aJtalyVWa ram aocOTOBt. tm l»wn OariwrKl»» and •piJroiiB.t^y 1,50 «U 
docapassts havt been declassified* 
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2t. the Streeter has assigned to the Chiefs of igency Cawponents 
the wuepen* ibibity for the designation of Arsitiani ’lasn'ifieatien Con- 
trol Cf floors* These Officer# designate authorised classifiers or a^proxi- 
mataly X5£ of total Agaasy ewpleyoes, and who are responsible for the 
eontimlag review of material for downgrading purposes. 

25. The aetual doc meant received as 8W(lA?f3F2SB or FEU 0FPI0XI1 
»FF 0H1Y Is not generally classified higher. Agency docuaant# produced 
m a result of eorxwlatien, analysis and integration of infowstiea from 
sash doeuaents with other classified docunentc usually require a higher 
elaetdflcatioa to ba applied to the nearly prepared doc .went* 

£6. If the dMmsit is obviously uaderclaeexfted, the wetter weald 
he brought to the attention of the originator with suitable recesecrdatior*. 

£7* Percentages not available, however, the aua&cr ssould bo very 
snail* 

St* I*e. Die classification of another Agency or Oorernmnt is 

aorwajly respected. 

29* rxeeutiv© Order 10501. 

30 . fee paragraph 26 . 

mid 32* Ary disagreements in the classification of documents le- 
eelved from outside this Agency would be handled on a working level basis, 
and m central record of each disagreements if any would fee maintained. 

30* ft ie not possible to give the number of classification change# 
at etftegorlsod, but our records do indicate that from the period 15 r-ucee- 
ber 1953 through July 1956, approximately 600 iteas were upgraded, approxi- 
natflly 1,900 itssts were downgraded and approximately 150 iteas were co»« 
gCUta&y declassified. 

%, All recipients of classified Material originated by this Agency 
sad m Wh ich the classification has been changed or cancelled are suitably 
■stifled. 

35. This Agency isms# formal notification of elarsifieation changes. 

36 . tfongovernjiSBtal contractors, to our knowledge, have net been 
Titrr-wrT'* In their fcrfotw«3»e of this Agency 1 # contracts usdar the provision# 
of lawoufeive Order 10581# faction 7 (1). 

37. fee paragraphs 16, 17, 18, and 19. 
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3$« The Caeixal intelligence Agency's high operational security 
roqul resent* for custody and safe keeping of classified inf emotion 
causes sen* cauglainta but, to our knowledge, this has net hampered nen- 
KevernmeatAl contractors in their performance of Agency contract a. 

J?, Classified information is disclosed only to those authorised 
individuals she require the information in the performance of their 
official duties. 

hO. feeblest* 102. (d) (3) of the Rational Security Act of l$k?, 
ac wended provides inter alia "That the Director of Oentral Intelli- 
gence shall %* responsible lor pretesting intelligence source* and 
methods fro* unauthorised disclosure, * 

kl. Ms Agency, in addition to Executive Order 10501* Is g aided 
bjr iPeetico IGt. (4) (3) of the Rational fecurity let of 191?, a* amended. 

1*2 • Internal and external courier service fear TOP 8S€Tf? aod data 
cl a s sif i ed Spiff and below la perfumed by a regular organised courier 
salt, rnmmsrt special courier® are designated ac operational require- 

hi, Appropriate aecoTSitability records of destruction are .main- 
tained as required by Executive erder 10501* faction 9 (b) . 

kk- Frier to the tin* new employees commence their dutiar with 
this Agency, they receive an intensive security indoctrinatlea-i which 
taoludee a briefing of their respensiblltiea under Executive Order 10501. 

kS, k&# end k?. The Department of Justice was infernally approached 
by this Agency concerning problenB which probably are unique to an i ateXI l- 
g*n* oi^anitatlon. Certaia documents previously classified 
were of such a nature that thay could not be properly classified *cmrm-M\itki m 
bet in that? totality would represent information regarding coverage which 
Should net bceOMi publicly available. In addition other document* though 
wuclacslfiod should give warning to their users of the problems of copyright 
and libel inherent in such publications, this Agency was informally advised 
that Executive Order 11501 was not to be construed as a limitation which 
would hamper Its operations or the integrity of its files. This agency 
thereupon adapted the use of the phrase OFFICIAL JPS OCl.T" for the 
protection of these type* of inf ©mat ion. 
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At the initiation of tha centra* t * e*cartty Officer gives 
t*» oc«trsct©r s comprehensive security Irtefing at which tins the 
•«®tarast«r signs a security agreement. The Security officer along 
with other Agency personnel insofar as possible assists the contractor 
in retting OP required security measures • 

i*9. 9m jwagraphs 1*5# ^6, and 1?. 

This Agency within the framework of carrying oat its mission 
has fully lap! wan ted the provisions of Fxaeutive Order 105CEL* 
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